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GRANTS INSIGHT

PennDOT offers the Green Light-Go
Program to provide funds for the
operation and maintenance of traffic
signals along designated corridors.
Project Scoping Form is due by
December 3, 2021 and the application
deadline is January 22, 2022.
www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/
pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/
vol51/51-42/1739.html

US Department of Agriculture offers the
Community Facilities Direct Loan &
Grant Program to develop essential
community facilities in rural areas.
www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/
community-facilities/community-facilities
-direct-loan-grant-program

FEMA offers a Flood Mitigation
Assistance Grant Program for providing
funding that reduces long-term flood
damage risk and the Hazard Mitigation
Assistance Grant to provide funding for
eligible mitigation measures that reduce
disaster losses. Deadline: January 28,
2022. www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/
floods www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation

The U.S. Department of Energy offers the
Communities LEAP (Local Energy Action
Program) to facilitate economic and
environmental benefits through clean
energy. Registration deadline: December
15, 2021. Application deadline:
December 17, 2021. www.energy.gov/

communitiesLEAP/articles/application-

period-open
O
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Show Us Your Best Bucks!

Bucks2040.com
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Greetings. Hard to believe it is
November and we are weeks away
from the end of 2021. Another year of
COVID-19, perhaps a bit less
threatening, but still an everyday
presence in our lives and our work.

Follow & Like the BCPC on Facebook!

facebook.com/BucksCountyPlanningCommission

Bucks County Planning
Commission

As this will be the last Planning InSight for 2021, |
will take this opportunity to wish everyone a most
joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy
new year. May your hearts, homes, tables and
families be blessed.

As always, my door is open, and | may be reached
via e-mail or phone at estone@buckscounty.org
or 215.345.3401.

Please remember to visit our Bucks2040, Building
Our Future Together, comprehensive plan project
website at www.bucks2040.com. | look forward
to hearing from you and welcome your feedback.
Enjoy Planning InSight!

By way of background, Hazard Mitigation is
defined as any sustained action taken to reduce
or eliminate long-term risk to life, property and
the environment resulting from natural and
human-made hazards. Our Hazard Mitigation
Plan (HMP) identifies these risks and defines
mitigation strategies to reduce vulnerabilities.

In 2004, the county adopted its first HMP. It was
updated in 2011, 2016 and now in 2021. The
HMP is updated every 5 years as required by
PEMA & FEMA. The creation and adoption of the
HMP is critical to ensure that our municipalities
and the county are eligible for FEMA disaster
grants when the need arises, especially as we
have witnessed over the past several months.

On September 29, 2021, we received our
“Approved Pending Adoption” status from FEMA.
This meant our 2021 plan was ready for formal
adoption. In accordance with FEMA guidance, the
plan was issued to all 54 municipalities with a
sample adoption resolution. Municipal adoption
is the key to ratifying the plan with FEMA. Our
first two adoptions were from Telford Borough
and Bristol Borough on October 4, 2021, and on
October 6, 2021, the plan was adopted by the
County Commissioners. The plan can be found
here:

www.buckscounty.gov/1391/Bucks-County-
Hazard-Mitigation-Plan-2021

The third and final Bucks2040 Open House for the county
comprehensive plan update will be held on November 16,
2021 at the Warrington Township Administrative Office. Stop
by to view displays, express comments to staff, and share

your vision for the future of Bucks County.

Residents unable to attend are encouraged to visit the open
house virtual room, vrexperience.bucks2040.com, where

they are able to view the display boards, provide comments
and ask questions. Join us in building our future together!

Bucks2040

BUILDING OUR FUTURE, TOGETHER.

OPEN HOUSE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 | 7 PM - 9 PM

852 EASTON ROAD, WARRINGTON, PA 18976
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FARMLAND PRESERVATION

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania leads the

nation in farmland preservation. On August 19,
2021, the celebrated the
milestone of exceeding 600,000 acres of
The
program has been in existence since 1989. The

state program

preserved farmland on 5,949 farms.

preserved land is forever protected from future
commercial, or industrial
The

secures an agricultural conservation easement

residential,

development. farmland  preservation
on the property that requires it to stay in

agricultural production.

tied to food
production, food security and nutrition, growing

Agricultural production s
diverse crops, livestock, and dairy. It helps

support local economies and protects the
agricultural heritage of an area ensuring that
land will always be available for the agricultural

industry.
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The Bucks
Agricultural Preservation

County

Program is committed to ) R

protect and promote l’RL: ‘RVED
continued agricultural (FAR,}\I o
uses on viable
agricultural  lands by
acquiring agricultural

conservation easements
“in perpetuity” throughout the county.

The program utilizes funds from the state,
county, and local governments, and local non-
profit land trusts to purchase conservation
The
preserved farmland remains private property

easements on productive farmland.
with no right of public access. Applying to the
program is voluntary and farms considered for
preservation are prioritized according to soil
quality, location, conservation practices, and

threat of development.

Since the program started over 30 years ago, a
total of 236 farms have been preserved through
the county program, totaling over 18,303 acres.
Farmland acreage preserved by municipalities
total over 13,190 acres on 478 parcels. In
October, the county program preserved its third
largest easement in Durham and Springfield
townships that totaled 243.70 acres.

2021 AWARD FOR LEADERS

Congratulations to BCPC’s Senior
Transportation Planner, Paul Gordon! Paul has
been selected by the Pennsylvania Chapter of
the American Planning Association as the
winner of the 2021 Award for

Professional Planner. This award

own

Leaders:

goes to professionals whose work
exemplifies the best and brightest
in Pennsylvania Planning.

With his work as an original
member of the county’s trail |;
development committee, Paul has
proven to be an invaluable
resource and tireless advocate for [}
the Bucks County Trail System. In
2011, Paul

was the principal
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author of the Bucks County Open Space and
Greenways Plan, a plan that has been the
blueprint for the Bucks County Trail System.

Since that time, Paul has completed a number
of trail feasibility studies for the
Neshaminy Greenway Trail and
multiple bike and trail plans for
municipalities within Bucks County.
3 Paul has also served as co-project
manager on the Upper Bucks and
Rail  Trail

Through his efforts, the county has

Newtown Projects.
N secured over S6 million in trail
| grants which are being used to
construct  trails

design  and

throughout the county.
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